	DISCUSSION GROUP 2 D


Health Outcomes and the National Medicines Policy

(Sponsored by The Pharmaceutical Alliance)

The National Medicines Policy aims ‘to meet medication and related service needs, so that both optimal health outcomes and economic objectives are achieved for Australians’. This Discussion Group considered work being undertaken on measuring the health outcomes associated with the use of medicines, and how far we have progressed towards meeting the goals of the National Medicines Policy. Specifically, it looked at:

· issues relating to evidence currently used to make decisions on medicines;

· how health outcome data would/could complement this decision making; and

· relevance of health outcome data to the National Medicines Policy.

The Discussion Group was sponsored and organised by The Pharmaceutical Alliance as part of its valued contribution to the Conference, and it attracted enthusiastic participation from delegates from a very wide range of professional interests. The session consisted of a panel comprising Professor Ric Day (Chair), Professor of Clinical Pharmacology, Faculty of Medicine, UNSW; Dr Wayne Hall, Director, Office of Public Policy and Ethics, Institute for Molecular Bioscience, University of Queensland; Mr Charles O’Sullivan, The Pharmaceutical Association; and Dr Paul Morgan, Deputy Director, SANE Australia (Consumer Representative). Each speaker gave brief introductory presentation, and following this the floor was opened for discussion. 

The Pharmaceutical Association posted a discussion paper, Measuring Health Outcomes Within the Context of the National Medicines Policy, on its website some weeks before the conference, and this helped to stimulate and inform debate. The presentation by Mr Charlie O’Sullivan summarises some of the points raised in this paper and raises some general – and central – issues for consideration.

